Content
Thinking Beyond the Box 
This year's CCC2006 conference will focus attention on emerging trends in how cable and video content is delivered and viewed by our campus audiences. New media outlets and innovation have played a pivotal role this year in defining the future of television programming. As a result, many of us face a balancing act of maintaining and upgrading our current systems, while keeping an eye to the future on trends within the larger cable industry. 



Sessions Currently Slated for CCC2006:
(Sessions Subject to Change)

Keynote Address: AHECTA welcomes Shelly Palmer, Chairman of the Advanced Media Committee of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) and author of Television Disrupted: The Transition from Network to Networked TV, to kick-off CCC2006 in discussing the changing face of the television and media industries. 

Censorship, Ethics, and Editorial Decision-Making: Today’s television market is inundated with programming that pushes the edge. Certainly, strong opinions lie on both sides of the issue. Thus, what decisions do you make when it comes to your student channel? This session presents a candid forum for discussing programming responsibilities within a campus environment as it relates to addressing socially sensitive subject matters. 

Podcasting, Vodcasting, and Beyond: How can institutions take advantage of new distribution technologies that complement traditional broadcasts? This session will provide an introduction to understanding RSS and how to Podcast/Vodcast using open source and third party platforms. These resources will be presented as tools and operational strategies used by institutions to deliver educational content. 

Student Views on Today’s Technology: Presented with the assistance of ACUTA, The Association for Communications Technology Professionals in Higher Education, AHECTA will host representatives from the Student Monitor to discuss tailored market research on undergraduates and their television viewing habits, use of new technologies, and what’s currently “IN” on campus. 

Pending Legislation & Potential Impact: An Update from the ACA: Keeping an eye on federal legislation is always a critical concern for operators. A representative from the American Cable Association (ACA) will update attendees on the latest activities from the House and Senate, and the impact current bills could have on operators with regard to national franchising, retransmission consent reform, and Internet neutrality.

Why Fiber? The Pros and Cons of Rebuilding with Fiber: For cable administrators, the incorporation of fiber presents new options to repair and replace old lines and aging systems. This session will focus on understanding the usage of fiber, offering dos and don'ts, best practices, and ways to build a hybrid system of coax and fiber. Those topics will develop into a more intricate discussion of the capabilities of fiber, as attendees provide their own perspective and questions for the group. 

The Devil in the Details of Digital Deployments: Keeping up with the technologies and distribution options available to operators is certainly a formidable task. This overview presentation will define some of the nuts and bolts issues involved in the current analog-to-digital transition with particular attention to how this affects the delivery of services to the campus community. The presentation will familiarize managerial level attendees with a basic understanding of the trade-offs involved in digital implementation schemes.

Streaming Successfully: A "Big Event" Case Study from the University of Pennsylvania. Walk through a successful webcast of Penn's Commencement Ceremonies, from conceptualization to completion. Discover the pros and cons of both live streaming video and video-on-demand webcasting, and which one is best for your event. Learn how to present the service, meet customer needs, utilize technology, and keep your costs down. 

IP 101: Understanding the Basics The value of IP in delivering video content is becoming a “need to know” issue for many traditional cable and video operators. Following a similar format to our traditional “Cable 101,” this session will provide an overview and review of IP technology and its potential for improving campus systems. 

Leveraging IPTV: From the Studio to Campus: As more institutions push the boundaries of IPTV (Internet Protocol Television), learn about the advantages and risks of implementing digital television services on your campus. This session looks at current IPTV platform solutions as well as a detailed institutional case study from Cornell University.

Mentoring and Motivating: How to Get Students Interested in Developing Content: A core component of many university networks is to utilize students to produce content. While finding students with an interest in video production is not difficult, the challenge is to motivate and utilize students to create effective, informative, and entertaining content that also meets the university’s comprehensive goals. Join us as speakers discuss how to recruit, train, and motivate students to take ownership of the overall program. 

Looking into the Crystal Ball: How Today’s Trends Impact Future Visions: As we take our annual look at trends of the future, we have assembled a distinguished panel of experts from the areas of programming, university administration, engineering, video productions and IPTV. Speaking from their extensive experience as well as mixing in some forecasting, our panelists will paint a picture of the future, which will be followed by a spirited discussion including your questions. 

Cable Headends: Management & Maintenance Forum: Back by popular acclaim! Allow a panel of practiced tech authorities to step through common maintenance tips and best practices for maintaining a headend. This year’s topics will include discussions on testing for leakage, system balancing, documenting and updating plant prints and system upgrades. Come ready with questions for this year’s panel and session participants.

Student Programming: Spotlighting Content & Creative Distribution: Student productions often are indicators of influence and innovation with new video technologies. What are the latest trends in student productions? What are the creative and resourceful outlets for production and distribution of local content? Join us for a sampling of the production work being completed at AHECTA member institutions. Come prepared with productions and potential distribution opportunities to share with fellow attendees.

