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Digital Transition & Technology: Assessing Campus Impact

This year's conference theme centers on examining the "Demystification of the Digital Television Transition, February 17, 2009" and how that will affect our CATV networks on campus.

The call for proposals for this year's conference has closed, but here are highlights of some of the session topics that will be covered in Providence, Rhode Island. (Session information subject to change)




Keynote Speaker: Dan Barton, CEO and President, Alive Telecommunications

Dan guides a team of engineers and designers in supporting the ever changing and growing telecommunications marketplace. He has presented papers at key engineering symposiums and authored papers that were published in technical journals. Dan gives ALIVE the opportunity to approach any communications project with unique solutions; general consulting, system design or component design for specialized RF projects.

Previous to ALIVE, Dan worked at Andrew Corporation where he was the Lead Antenna System Engineer for the Broadcast products group; He was able to advance the product line that enabled Andrew to differentiate themselves from there competition. Dan left Andrew after assisting their start up In-Building Antenna products group; He not only designed but marketed the antenna product line.

Dan studied Electrical Engineering specializing in Electromagnetic Theory while attending the University of Illinois, Urbana. Dan is also a member of the IEEE.




Continuing Discussions on Campus Emergency Alerts 

Campus alert systems and planning remain at the forefront of many campus discussions involving campus cable services. Numerous campuses have formed Emergency Alert groups to keep students, faculty, and staff informed of local events and notifications through multiple communication outlets. As a continuation of previous alert discussions, learn what about the newest alert resources available to campuses and how institutions through basic modifications are using EAS equipment to augment their Emergency Preparedness group's alerting capability.




Sharing Content, Sharing Experiences: Content Distribution for Higher Education Outreach and Distance Learning

Institutions share content for a variety of reasons - distance and mobile learning, alumni and prospective student outreach, and student-faculty interaction. This presentation will examine and dissect a variety of content sharing techniques, between institutions and the world at large, and what lies on the horizon.




Analog Today-Digital Tomorrow: Consider your Options

The US Congress has mandated February 17, 2009 as the Digital Transition date when all off-air analog signals will be replaced with standard and high definition digital signals. A similar mandate has also been set for the Instructional Television Fixed Service (ITFS) or Educational Broadband Service (EBS) providers. This creates a dilemma as to how to continue to provide signals to the millions of perfectly good analog television sets deployed in the market, especially in the educational and institutional environments. This presentation will: o Describe the background regarding the Digital Transition and explore technology options available to facilities operators/managers o Examine the next generation digital technologies for video content distribution in campus and institutional environments o Review simulcast strategies for providing signals to both analog and digital televisions in the same network o Discuss the convergence of Video and IP.




RFPs for Your Campus Cable System: What You Should Know

As many institutions move away from homegrown campus networks to outsourcing for programming and services, it is often an unwritten occupational responsibility to offer insight into what your campus network needs to stay technically current and programmatically fresh in the wake of digital television. Sit in on this discussion about some of the key questions you need to look for when participating in an RFP (Request For Proposal) process for your campus network.




IPTV: What Lies Ahead 

Campus TeleVideo and Video Furnace, two leaders in the higher education IPTV and video industry, will provide an overview of IPTV and the impact it stands to have on campus video and cable services.. Topics will include the latest industry updates, IPTV alternatives, student feedback, technical requirements, content rights and transport options.




Training and Maintaining Student Staff

Many cable and video administrators rely heavily on the work and talents produced by a student workforce. As a result, networks and video operations must develop and administer their own training programs in-house. One key model discussed in this session will be RU-tv Network's comprehensive mentor-based approach that develops students both technically and professionally as leaders. The session program will present training modules for student Master control operators, and production staff, including course outlines, and assessment tools. Whether systems are supported by an academic department, or operate with a volunteer student staff, this session will offer numerous tools to improve workflow, and overall operational quality.




Digital Television Report

Television is the most powerful communications medium in our society, including the new and broad universe of Digital Television. The objective of this session is to create greater awareness of the companies, personalities and expectations in the next generation of digital media and the emerging world of user-manipulated television.

A lot of what is quoted in the opening statement of the DTR book, "Our objective: To create greater awareness of the companies, personalities and expectations in the emerging world of digital and user-manipulated television" happens through spontaneity, real questions and conversation during the session. To that end, the presentation will be followed by a brief question and answer period.




IPTV Panel Discussion: Digital Television is Here (Resistance is Futile!)

The analog to digital transition is not only forcing our institutions to upgrade equipment used to receive off-air content; it is also affording us the opportunity to reconsider how we deliver that content. With respect to video distribution the digital revolution is now. There exist two main options for campuses; convert any analog HFC or coaxial systems to digital systems, or utilize an existing data network for delivery. This session serves as a discussion follow-up to earlier presentations on IPTV basics. Discussion will consist of criteria for selecting IPTV equipment vendors.




Get Your Show on the Road: Improving Production Values & Efficiencies

Interested in learning ways to improve production values and streamline workflow for video productions? Join representatives from New York University and Syracuse University as they discuss their multi-camera production experiences and how they have evolved with the implementation of the Sony Anycast digital switcher. You will learn how this all-in-one production tool has changed the approach to field support including offering numerous final video derivatives of SD, HD and streaming. Plus, other production options will be shared and samples of productions will be shown.




Understanding Undergraduate Lifestyle and Media Habits 

Attendees will be treated to an annual update on the current profile of college students' media behavior and consumer profile, including print, broadcast, and non-traditional media. This highly anticipated and data-rich session is an excellent resource for campus administrators providing amenity and academic services to students. STUDENT MONITOR findings are based on the results of a twice-annual on campus study of four year, full-time undergrads attending 100 representative colleges and universities throughout the US.




Advancements in IPTV and Digital Television On-Campus

The Digital Television Conversion of February 2009 will certainly be a focal point for campus operators and video managers planning for the next generation of distribution technology; however, it is not the only industry advancement on the horizon. This closing session-panel discussion will breakdown and review upcoming (and current) technology advancements for television, and how campus constituents can harness the resources for use within institutional environments. 






Should submission questions arise, or for more information on conference sessions, please direct your inquiries to the AHECTA 2008 Conference Content Committee at content@ahecta.org.
